RAWA (Revolutionary Association of Women of Afghanistan), was founded in 1977 in Kabul, Afghanistan, as an indipendent socio-political organization of Afghan women fighting for human rights and social justice in Afghanistan. It was founded by a group of intellectuals guided by Meena, who in 1987 in Quetta, Pakistan, was assassinatated by those who were at the time Afghan KGB agents, with the connivance of the fundamentalists of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. RAWA’s objective was to involve a growing number of Afghan women in political and social activities aimed at obtaining human rights for women and contributing to the struggle to reconstitute a government based on democratic and secular principles in Afghanistan. Despite the oppressive political situation, RAWA was soon involved in multiple activities in social-political areas, including education, health-care and the economy, as well as other purely political activities.  After the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan in December 1979, RAWA was directly involved in the resistance, demanding from the beginning democracy and secularization.  Despite the horrors of war and political oppression, RAWA continued to draw interest and strenghen its influence. A growing number of RAWA activist women were sent to work among the refugee women in Pakistan offering healthcare, literacy and professional courses. The protests against the Soviet invasion and its allies, and later against the fundamentalists, and the reporting of their betrayals and crimes characterized the political activities of  RAWA, with consequent death threats to the activists.  With the aim of voicing their opinions and objectives and giving Afghan women social and political awareness with regards to their rights and their potential, RAWA published in 1981 a bilingual journal (Persian/Pashtu) called Payam-e-Zan (Women’s Message). For those who do not speak Persian or Pashtu, there are supplements in Urdu or English. After the Soviet puppet government was toppled in 1992, the main objective of  RAWA’s political struggle was directed in general against politics and the atrocities committed by the fundamentalists and the Taliban against the Afghan people and, more specifically, RAWA fought against their chauvinist attitude towards women.  Along with the political challenges, RAWA must also face the enormous load of social work which includes aiding and comforting particularly traumatized women and children.  These activities are unfortunately limited due to lack of funds.  

RAWA lives out profound contents which it comunicates and teaches especially to children and young people: respect for human beings, regardless of language, religion, race or color; respect for every religious creed and for the people who identify themselves within it; respect for all ethnic groups existing in Afghanistan, for their language and culture, for their equality.  They promote knowledge of other comunities in the world and esteem for all those who have sacrificed their lives in the name of justice and liberty, considering them role models; recognition and respect for the equality of women, as an alternative to fundamentalist groups that treat women as inferior beings; respect for all those who are physically, mentally or emotionally handicapped and the promotion of good relations with them; respect and promotion of the rights of children and for their healthy and harmonious growth.  Furthermore RAWA believes in teaching to protect and care for Mother Earth and all living creatures; in freeing ourselves of aggressiveness and violence, and in avoiding all those situations that, on the contrary, sustain and spread violence.  And there’s more: RAWA teaches respect for the value of life in concrete ways: honesty, decency, simplicity, unity, love, patience, responsibility, respect and assistance to others, aperture toward and understanding of others and their ideas, respect for the dignity and wisdom of the elderly who belong to the great family of humanity, of which we are all part.  RAWA is always thinking about the common good with participation, dialogue, tribute to diversity and freeing ourselves from prejudice, respecting the liberty and diversity of individuals and groups, ever striving for justice and liberty.  RAWA is constantly promoting peace, striving to be free of military forces and of fundamentalist groups which use force, starting in Afghanistan and looking more broadly at all the conflicts of the world. 

“RICONIOSCIMENTO E ONORE E.BALDUCCI” (Recognition and Honor E. Balducci) for the courageous involvement in and dedication to justice, peace and the safeguard of the environment

During the conference which took place in September 2008, in cooperation with the Network of Alternatives and with the participation of about seventy people from all over the world as representatives of as many comunities, it was proposed to recognize and honor each year an individual, a group, a community, an association or an institution that, at a world-wide level and within an alive, present and interconnected network of resistance and solidarity, stands out thanks to the courage with which it carries on its dedication to denouncing, proposing initiatives and making operative decisions that can become a point of referal, an example, an encouragement and a support for others. 

The award ceremony will take place each year at the Centro Balducci in Zugliano (Udine- Italy), not in a formal manner, but in the form of an event with that will allow us to recognize, to learn, to reflect and to encourage one another. It will also be a time to celebrate syntony, reciprocity and mutual support. 

The date that was chosen, April 25th, is the day celebrating the liberation of Italy from fascism and a moment to reflect upon the journey towards the many necessary and continuous liberations from injustice, wars, discrimination and racism world-wide. It is also in memory of father Ernesto Balducci’s death on 25 April 1992.  He was a man of peace and his message is clear in the words engraved on his tombstone: “People of the future will be people of peace or they will no longer be, because they will self-destroy, because they will not be worthy of being called humans, unless they are builders of peace”. 

The award will be given to those indicated by the majority of the committee of the international network that is made up of: Comisión Intereclesial de Justicia y Paz de Bogotà, (Colombia) Salva la Selva, (Germania), Madres de Plaza de Mayo, Linea Fundadora, (Argentina) NECOFA, (Kenya), HIJOS  (Argentina)  RAWA ( Afghanistan)  National Federation of Dalit Women (India) The Poor People's Economic Human Rights Campaign (PPEHRC) USA, WAFDI Iraqui Al-Amal Association, Kirkuk, (Iraq) and the Centro Balducci, Italy. 

It consists in a plaque with the name of the awardee and the reason for the award, decorated by a symbol created by the artist Francesco Altan.  

For 2009 the award will be assigned to the organization RAWA, an association of women from Afghanistan that has been for years involved in a courageous and persevering manner in a struggle against war; for human rights equal for all, starting from women; and in concrete actions of solidarity.  Maryam RAWI will come to the Centro Balducci to receive the award on behalf of RAWA. 

To highlight the world-wide dimension of the event, various people shall be present: Stanley Mwaura Nderitu, Necofa (Kenya), Guadalupe Rodriguez, Salva la Selva (Germania), Mary Bricker Jenckins, PPEHRC (Usa) Carlo Alberto Ruiz, Justicia y Paz (Colombia). “Il riconoscimento e onore E. Balducci” would like to pose itself as an important and eloquent sign of a society and of a world that is interdependent, pluralist, multiethnic, religiously diverse and also as a sign of a Friuli Venezia Giulia Region that is open to the world and inhabited by the world.
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