XVI  INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE ERNESTO  BALDUCCI CENTRE  FOR IMMOGRANTS AND OF CULTURAL PROMOTION AND THE IV INTERNATIONAL MEETING OF THE NET OF ALTERNATIVES AGAINST IMPUNITY AND MARKET GLOBALIZATION.
“LIFE AND TERRITORY”

Udine, Centro di Accoglienza per Stranieri e di Promozione Culturale ERNESTO BALDUCCI – Zugliano, Aviano, Vajont, (Italia).
September 25, 26,27,28 2008

To the XVI Convention of the Balducci Centre that was held in Zugliano – Udine – Italy, a small village 5 kilometers far from Udine the capital town of the region Friuli Venezia Giulia in the North East of Italy at the borders with Slovenia and Austria, two different ways of debating were joined together, of life experience, non violent resistance, analysis of reality, strategies against impunity towards Market Globalization and increasing  militarism. This link is the result of the participation of the Balducci Centre, represented by Father Pierluigi Di Piazza in the three previous International Meetings promoted by the Net of the Alternatives against impunity and Market Globalization and the Justice and Peace Commission of Bogotà – Colombia – which were held in Madrid in 2005, Chicago in 2006 and Oviedo, Spain, in 2007.
The Meeting “Life and Territory” has linked the organizations of the Net of Alternatives against Impunity and Market Globalization to the values and principles that for 16 years have been supporting the activities of the Balducci Centre that aims to establish a profound connection between the world and  cultural promotion and this is the reason why the invitation was extended to Asia and Africa so that contributions and experiences have been enriched thanks to the participation of countries such as: Afghanistan, Iraq, Kenya, Congo and Palestine making the “Life and Territory” Meeting a worldwide event. 
Moreover having the frontiers of the discussions a planetary perspective, the confluence of the two events gave birth to a work dynamics in which took part Italian people and organizations that joined the groups of work as active subjects of the discussions, opening a more intense  and active relationship among  the communities, the local organizers and the Italian participants. What is even more significant is what dozen of local families have done putting up in their houses the delegates coming from foreign countries, proving active solidarity with the world in the sign of the true accompaniment and love to the others. At the same time the logistic support was managed by volunteers (with the exception for the secretary who is the only employee) who took the responsibility of the management of the whole event, preparing the meals, with the help of a Latin American association from Vittorio Veneto who cooked on Saturday 27; financial and food donations and above all the free participations of everybody wherever needed. This, in fact, underlines the existence of a solid net with the Balducci Centre and the cultural events of the Centre tout court.
The event was developed throughout three significant steps:

1. The opening was held at the “Teatro Nuovo Giovanni da Udine” on Thursday 25, there were around 800 people gathered to listen to Mirta Baravalle, one of the founders of the May Square mothers;  Alvaro Ramazzini, Bishop of San Marcos, Guatemala; Gaati Partow from RAWA – Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan – and Massimo Cacciari, philosopher and major of Venice.
2. The 4  groups worked on the following topics:
1. Market globalization, forced migrations for political, economical and military reasons. Resistance and alternative experiences of justice and solidarity between communities and people.
2. Collective memory. Memory of prophets, martyrs and crucified people. Information. Impunity. Truth.

3. Wars and different forms of terrorism. State crimes. Affirmation of human rights and substantial democracies. Non violent struggle.

4. Exploitation and destruction of landscapes and territories. Mono cultivation and bio fuel. Water and food sovereign. Relations in harmony among  different people and communities with the vital environment.

 The 70 participants coming from different parts of the world were joined by almost 220 people coming from local organizations and different parts of Italy who took part to the work of the various groups. The groups did not held official conventions; the work of the groups started with three introductive contribution talks with a time limit, the topic was related to the group topic in order to open the discussion and let the participant speak, stimulating the dialogue, encouraging a dynamics of non verbal communication, under this aspect there was no passive participant; in this way a real atmosphere of communitarian work was created in relation with the practices and experiences of resistance which allow to go beyond the status of victims, that is to say what oppressed people endure; reflecting in this way on the hard experiences in order to draw univocal structures that can contribute to create alternatives for the communities, the people and their different organizations.
 Participants came from:  Chiapas, Colombia, Kenya, Afghanistan, Iraq, Palestine, Brasil, Congo,  Mozambico, India, Israel, Spain, Germany , Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium, USA, Mexico, Nicaragua,  Salvador, Guatemala, Panama, Honduras, Argentina, Ecuador, Uruguay, Paraguay, Cuba and  Bolivia.
The groups worked on Friday and Saturday  focused on the following parameters:
Friday 26 the analysis were focused on denouncing, critical evaluations, the presentation of the relevant situation in the different countries that were present, in order to exchange experiences of resistance in action, strategies and devices used to overcome the status of oppression, exclusion and 

being cast out in which most of the people who took part to the meeting belong to. On Saturday 27, instead, we monitored different devices and strategies of resistance in order to keep on staying in touch and maintaining the established contacts among the various organizations.
3. On Sunday 28,  the last day of the Meeting, we experienced two poignant moments of deep ethical and political value: ethical since it was a conclusion linked to the topics  focused by of the groups of work; a non violent demonstration in front of the Usaf  base in Aviano; political because it gave evidence to the enormous danger that the world endures when so much power is concentrated in one side of the Planet, this is what happens in many other parts of the world. 
The base was built at the beginning of the XX century:
1911: the airport is built

1954: presence of the 31st USAF storm 

1960s: presence of atomic bombs

1990s: the base is involved in the Gulf War, in the wars in ex-Jugoslavia, Irak, Afghanistan and Somalia. 
The American nuclear scientist W. Arkin claims: “Aviano, the biggest atomic base outside the USA territory, had 40 nuclear warheads in 1995.” 
The presence of the base raises serious cultural, ethical and political questions. 
Cultural questions: it communicates the paradigm of the use of weapons to solve conflicts; it communicates the persuasion that peace is prepared by taking up arms and organising war; that terrorism can be fought producing other terror with war; that our world must defend its identity and its wealth from others. 
Ethical questions: every weapon built is a theft to the  poor of the world because it deprives them from the possibility to free themselves from oppression and impoverishment. Therefore, a military base is an organised theft to the poor of the Earth. 

The economy that revolves around the base is relevant: it can be considered the second enterprise of western Friuli; 8500 people, plus the units in transit, 600 Italian employees in the base, the landlords, the flats; the commercial enterprises produce economical effects that soothe any thought or purpose to reconvert the base to civilian use with an equally relevant economy  ethically crossed by the logic of life. 
The ethical question includes the environmental impact: the disposal of waste - above all the “peculiar” waste- as well as air and noise pollution. Who will take responsibility of the consequences? Can we perhaps assess health damage in today’s populations and in future generations?

Political questions: Who decides on Aviano base? How does the military secret on the agreements and weapons that the base houses relate to democracy? If we cannot decide on our lives, what is the quality of our democracy? 
The base is an armed sentinel of this unjust and violent world; it is thought of as an international deterrent but becomes a danger as a possible target.

Why is there such poor awareness, such silence on Aviano from the cultural world, from culture, politics and from the Church?

Why  do they consider a folly  the statement against   war using mass destruction weapons contained in  the encyclical Pacem in Terris by Pope John the 23rd? And also  another statement – by the Second Vatican Council , in the Gaudium et Spes - defining such weapons that can be found in Aviano as “an offence against God and humanity”.
In Aviano the delegates from all over the world wrote on the stones the names of one of the hundred thousands of victims,  martyrs struggling against injustice, the violence of the market, of the state; here Mirta Baravalle wrote the name of his daughter who was kidnapped and still missing, while she was pregnant with her husband; her contribution represents the horror lived by the desaparecidos of Argentina during the regime of Videla. Among these stones there were the names of the beloved people, kidnapped, missing, slaughtered, killed. These stones in memory of the beloved people are kept at the Balducci Centre and represent the ineluctable link between the victims and the world and, at the same time, the commitment and the assumption of responsibility by the Balducci Centre in the search of truth, justice, memory instead of allowing hate to spread out all over the world and so let forgetfulness cover us with its sinister blanket. These are the symbols that will help us  to build a more human future.
VAJONT DAM

Vajont dam immediately brings to memory the disaster that occurred on the 9th of October 1963 when almost two thousand people died.  The fragile and unstable environmental conditions did not give rise to a serious analysis for rejecting the project of building the dam. This fact was due to reasons of power and profit.  Since the beginning of the century, some private enterprises had sensed the possibility of thoroughly exploiting the waters of the Piave basin to generate  electric power. Between the 1930s and the 1960s various plans were designed and implemented which resulted into a series of barrage, artificial lakes, and hydroelectric generating stations in various locations along the river Piave and its main tributaries.

In 1957 SADE, an enterprise from Venice, produced the final plan and started work which was then completed in 1959.

The dam - a 264,6 m high arch construction – was in its kind the biggest in the world and in absolute the second. Testing of the dam began in 1960 with the filling up of the reservoir. The first filling highlighted a general instability of the banks of the lake and, most of all, of the left bank. The site showed signs of movement like slanted trees, cracks in the soil and in the walls of the houses. On the 4th of November 1960 a landslide came off and slid into the lake. In the meanwhile, an M shaped long fracture appeared high up and produced the future niche of the disjunction of the landslide from Mount Toc of the 9th of October 1963. The landslide had a gigantic size: a higher front at two kilometres, a width of at least 500 m and a height of about 250. It dragged downstream over 270 million m3 of rock and debris. If such a mass could be removed by 100 lorries, the level would only lower of 1mm a day and, at that rhythm, they would take 7 centuries to remove all the debris.

Apart from the colossal size, the landslide had also a high speed: moving at 100 km/hr, its acceleration was such that in a few seconds it went up the opposite slope for over 100 metres blocking the valley and definitely modifying it. At the time of the disaster, the depth of the water near the dam was 240 m and the reservoir contained more or less 1/3 of the total storage. The strike force of the collapsed mass  produced two large waves: one that struck the mount sweeping away the villages around the lake and the other towards the valley. The latter went beyond the artificial barrage and rose above it so far as to lap the houses of the lower side of the village called Casso, located 240 m above the dam. The wave flew in the narrow Vajont gorge gaining higher speed and energy. At the exit of the gorge the mass of water, which was 70 m high and had a speed of about 96 km/hr, poured into the Piave valley razing to the ground Longarone and some nearby villages. The victims of the tragic disaster, which happened in 5 minutes, were 1909.

In the following years, the trial events and their incredible course, their tardy sentences and tardy though impossible compensation of damages for such tragedies, were a further suffering.

The consequences and effects of the events - above all for the survived population of Erto who obstinately and bravely chose to fight and go on living in the native valley – have never been fully and adequately taken into consideration.

Only after the play written by Marco Paolini - performed in many squares, shown on television, and followed by the film Vajont by Renato Martinelli – public opinion and ordinary people became aware and more interested in the Vajont problem.

The evident consequence is and will always be the change in the landscape, as well as geographical and morphological upset of the places. Where once there was a valley now there is a mountain, where once there was a lake there remains an uneven and eroded valley, instead of the meadows and inhabited huts on mount Toc now there is an enormous white slab.

With the passing of time, Mother Earth has partly and slowly remedied the damage, life has grown again along the slopes, where the subsoil allows it, some shrubs have grown and even animals can be seen again.

The Park of Friulian Dolomites has decided to include in its territory the area of the great landslide as it is considered a phenomenon of geological interest which is unique in the world.

A visiting centre has been set up in Erto which houses an exhibition of photographs, “A room for memory”, concerning the dam of Vajont disaster: the whole event is described in a precise and scientific way, with various records accessible, thus becoming an effective reference for study and research.

CONTRIBUTIONS  AND SUGGESTIONS OF THE 4 GROUPS

The capitalistic system,  neo liberalism tout court, gets on in  its itinerary of destruction and death which domains  the world since its constitution being  the prevailing form of society, sharpening the differences between  the North and  the South of the world, emphasizing social inequality in all countries. The device that allowed  few people to dispose of  the conditions of existence of all the others generates every day more exclusion, poverty, oppression, marginalization. The work produced during this event led us to confirm that despite of the differences of language, culture and country, neo liberalism has united the world in relation to some fundamental world problems such as: famine, environmental destruction, the genocide of indigenous groups, work exploitation, prostitution, drug traffics and the birth of a model structure for the persecution of social dissatisfaction and  inadequacy through legal, political, military devices and the collaboration of independent groups that manage security, military power controlling the world; at the same time the members of  terroristic social organization are accused of misleading the attention towards the real sate terrorism, producing false witnesses, deceiving and manipulating information, assigning founds to control and address people towards agro economic, industrial and commercial projects fundamental for the developing of big economies. Never has it been in such an evident and clear way the substantial link between economy and war, the process of social deconstruction, the permanent dissociation of the majority of  the societies, of their objective conditions of existence and the atrocious destruction of the Nature. Despite of the brutality of military actions and the hideous synchronicity  between world crime and neo liberalistic countries, the growing increase of coca and amapola cultivations in different parts of the Planet together with an agro economy doomed to feed machines instead of nourishing human beings, it has been noticed that processes of resistance do exist and that they take place towards common non violent and active devices against the brutality of this world and that now are expressing their will to establish common strategies of struggle, resistance and Nonconformism.  We have realized that the most vulnerable groups, to which neo liberalism has directed its whole structure of impunity, crime and destruction are the indigenous people, plowmen, afro descendants who are slaughtered by Para Military groups and others, leaving behind them a stampede of genocides that show the nasty nature of human beings supported by the law of the capital market. We have realized how in Iraq, Guatemala, Colombia, Brasil, Bangladesh and India people resist denouncing the inequities of the society and suggest new perspectives far beyond neo liberalism, with ideals for a better and authentic life without exclusions, ghettoization, social inequities; so we can see the existence of the reaffirmation of that deep awareness according to which the relationship between the man and the nature is undissolvable; they cannot exist separately and so it is fundamental to face the process of separation between the man and the nature and all the devices and strategies of social resistance are addressed to reunify  continuously the potential of the human being with the power of nature. Even though there is somebody who thinks that it would be possible to make grow under the domain of agro industry and its irrational cultivations such as oil palm, coca and amapola, above all, the forms of reunification of the individual with the nature passing through the respect of vital environment and love for the others; not only the solidarity among human beings but among all the creatures of the  Planet. 
The living memory of the prophets and martyrs, remembered with their names and their history recalls two different dimensions: it discloses the inequities of the power that in order to maintain and pursue its interests recurs to violence and crime killing the people, slaughtering entire communities; at the same time it reveals the capacity of coherence, faithfulness, devotion of the people and communities who aware of the danger they live, conscious of being threatened get on walking on their path until the sacrifice of life. This deepness is very often nourished by a profound spirituality, by the faith and trust in the god of liberation and life, in Jesus the crucified and living, travel companion on our paths towards liberation and justice. So there is an aware martyrdom that conveys light, strength, exemplarity and there is the unaware martyrdom of women, children, old people who even though they are living in structural violent and unjust realities they do not contemplate brutal violence addressed to them and so they endure it as armless victims. These victims are crying and screaming to the world their suffering and death in order to prevent that other people might experience such atrocities.
 Suggestions

1. Establish regional coordination in order to have a close link among the collective actions suggested in the plenary;
2. Create a committee for the Memory whose functions are:
a. establish that April 25th is the day of the tribute to the victims and of all the events held to dignify the oppressed people and so identify a person or organization that distinguished herself/himself due to her/his ethical integrity,  humanitarian commitment for peace and justice prizing her/him with the appreciation  Honoris ”E. Balducci”;
b. create a list of the institutional terrorists, supported by the related files, and of the responsible of criminal events in order to give evidence to the devices and strategies with which they act, denouncing all those who take advantage of this process in  the national and international field and the role that the media the  companies  have in such countries as Africa, America and Europe,
c. create areas of communication and information in order to convey visibility to all the initiatives, meetings, conventions that want to convey dignity to the victims of state crimes;
d. broadcast the names of the executioners and of their political, legal and military structures by means of local and regional initiatives such as people courts, international courts of public opinion that will be promoted by the coordination of the nets at any level, local, regional, international.
e. support the escrache 
actions towards censor acts to convey visibility to what is omitted in respect of the guilt of Terrorism and Crimes of Injured Humanity. 
3. Encourage the debate on the right to Rebellion including the preamble of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Right and the Peace, the Right for Solidarity among the people; 
4. Establish new protection devices for social organizations, organized communities, and reinforce present devices such as the international accompaniment in those areas of military and paramilitary influence, emergency actions, pressure on the embassies, the governments and so on, initiatives that convey voice to the collective memory or the integral affirmation of the rights;
a. Reinforce the nets of emergency action assigning a  responsible for each area; 
b. Promote spaces of local Memory as places of permanent and alternative education;
c. Give impulse to the  Witness Protection Plans;
d. Support the campaigns of solidarity towards the criminalization of the people who defend Human Rights and  Solidarity.
5. Stimulate the seeds exchange, the associations of food producers and the consume of local products in order to guarantee the criteria of food autonomy and the improvement of health;
6. Adhere to the campaigns for the Right for Food and the respect and food sovereign, for the existence of  different and multiple ecosystems, self – sufficient economy and the impulse to projects of education and vernacular methodology.
7. Establish a net of intercommunication between Africa, America, Asia of the organizations and communities of the net of alternatives and so  strengthen strategies of alternative information and communication, translation of the documents of the initiatives using open source devices and project a web site.
8. Establish a dynamic of actions in order to project the possibility of organizing a Meeting of the Net of alternatives in Africa as a form of direct knowledge and support of local and national initiatives for dignity and to face exclusion and war.
9. Establish as Net of the Alternatives or supporting other initiatives a day to support the communities who are victims of bio fuel choosing a common day of sensitizing and public debate for the destruction of human life, collective existence and the life of the different ecosystems.
10. Support the proposal of moratorium and study in order to ban the import of  bio fuel and its promulgation and circulation.
11. Take part to protest campaigns against the consume and compulsory usage of bio fuel by  the EU and the USA and the developing of agro industries of food products that destroy  the plantations and the  access to water.
12. Suggest to recur  to the international cooperation having as a premise the real needs of the people and their organizations, establishing  a direct link without intermediation.
13. Support the actions already scheduled between the EU and the CAN, CENTRO AMERICA Y CARIBE, and against the CEPAS and the TLC (Tratado de Libre Comercio).
14. Protocol a declaration against the 125 article of the WTO that legalizes the usurpation  and the usage of the common goods of humanity, protected by the communities that have to convert into private companies.
15. Broadcast and support all the issues that prevent and protect native people and the ecosystem against oil extraction in Ecuador and makes this action an appliable means to prevent other destructive extractions for human beings and ecosystems.
16. Organize campaigns that want to support the presence of people, organizations and foreign institutions in areas in which human right are abused, being a means of protection for those communities that affirm their rights.
17. Support local campaigns that aim to make a change of lifestyles and habits in Western countries.
18. Support the information campaign on  conference of the Roundtable for Sustainable Palm Oil(RSPO). That conference will take place on 16th and 17th October in 
Cartagena, Colombia.
19. Deepen the proposal of the creation of  a  popular counsel for the extraction of the natural flows in the Cerro de Cara de Perro and the Consulta Mundial in the Bajo Atrato, Chocò, Colombia.
20. Support the issue that wants to create a professional course for the Life and Territory movement helping the foundation of a  popular university in Paraguay.
21. Support the campaigns for food, educational, female and environmental sovereign.
22. Support in particular local campaigns in Bolivia, Paraguay, Argentina, Honduras, Mexico, Colombia, Congo, Kenya, Afghanistan and Iraq.
During the Meeting participants have subscribed a document by which they were blaming the assault in which professor Zeev Sternhallen was wounded and the persecution of all the conchies; the crime endured by  Mrs Olga Marina Vergara from the Ruta Pacifica of Women in Colombia; we have expressed our denial against the persecution lived by Father Andres Tamayo in Honduras. We have expressed our support to the initiative of objection and opposition to forest plantations that is developing in Uruguay; the law project that in Guatemala establishes Forced Deportations. Eventually we have singed the document against the Roundtable for Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO).
In the evening during the dinner that signed the beginning of a new path with the songs of hope and the cultural expressions of the North and the South we have said goodbye with love and solidarity that, as Pedro Casaldaliga stated in his greetings for the IV International Meeting Life and Territory, these are fundamental values when: “the Western world canonizes private property and does not understand the communitarian one of a whole population”. A hug and “ a much loving hug and solidarity to all those issues that aim to convey an authentic and dignified life to all human beings”.
With care and much respect; we will meet again at the V Meeting of the Net of Alternatives.
Zugliano, September 28 2008
� An escrache emerged as a collective practice of socially punishing military officials who bear the responsibility for the crimes committed during the 1976–83 dictatorship in Argentina and who either remain at liberty or are serving comfortable house-arrest sentences due to the ineffectiveness of the justice system. As conceived by H.I.J.O.S. , an escrache gathers the knowledge people in a given neighborhood have on their “nice neighbor” and ties it into a coherent whole, capable of a political life: of public repudiation of the person on the one hand, and of projections of solidarity and friendship between the protesters on the other.a particular political demonstration that emerged in Argentina in the turn of the century by the organization H.I.J.O.S. The members of H.I.J.O.S. started the escraches as a way of showing to the community the presence of unpunished criminals of the dictatorship (1976-1983). Since then, many other collectives and individuals have used it as a way of public demonstration.he escrache is a particular political demonstration that emerged in Argentina in the turn of the century by the organization H.I.J.O.S. The members of H.I.J.O.S. started the escraches as a way of showing to the community the presence of unpunished criminals of the dictatorship (1976-1983). Since then, many other collectives and individuals have used it as a way of public demonstration.





